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Hamas releases three Israeli captives in exchange for 183 Palestinians

Hamas hand over two Israeli hostages in southern Gaza
Hamas hand over two Israeli hostages in southern Gaza
Hamas releases three Israeli captives in exchange for 183 Palestinians
Hamas handed two hostages over to the Red Cross in the southern Gaza Strip on Saturday as part of its ceasefire deal with Israel.A total
of 33 Israeli hostages are expected to be freed in exchange for nearly 2,000 Palestinian prisoners during the truce’s initial six weeks.
Israel says it has received information from Hamas that eight of those hostages were either killed in Hamas’ Oct. 7, 2023, attack or
have died in captivity
THIS IS A BREAKING NEWS UPDATE. ’s earlier story follows below.
KHAN YOUNIS, Gaza Strip — Red Cross vehicles arrived Saturday in a location in the southern Gaza city of Khan Younis where
Hamas is set to release hostages as part of a fragile agreement that has paused fighting after more than 15 months of war.
A total of three male hostages are set to be released Saturday, expected to occur in two separate locations in the Gaza Strip, in return
for the release of dozens of Palestinian prisoners from Israeli jails.
The hostages to be released, according to Hamas and Israel, are: Yarden Bibas, 35; American-Israeli Keith Siegel, 65; and French-
Israeli Ofer Kalderon, 54. All were abducted during the Hamas-led attack on Israel on Oct. 7, 2023, that sparked the war.
It will be the fourth swap of hostages for prisoners since the ceasefire began on Jan. 19. Fifteen hostages and hundreds of prisoners
have already been freed in that time.
Also on Saturday, wounded Palestinians are expected to be allowed to leave Gaza for Egypt through the Rafah crossing. It had been the
only exit point for Palestinians during the war before Israel closed it in May. A European Union civilian mission was deployed Friday
to prepare for the reopening of the crossing.The reopening would mark another key step in the first phase of the ceasefire, which calls
for the release of 33 hostages and nearly 2,000 prisoners, the return of Palestinians to northern Gaza and an increase in humanitarian
aid to the devastated territory.
The imminent release of Bibas has brought renewed attention to — and concern for — the fate of his wife, Shiri, and their two young
sons. All four were captured from Kibbutz Nir Oz.
A video of their abduction by armed men showed Shiri swaddling in a blanket her two redheaded boys — Ariel, 4, and Kfir, 9 months
old at the time.
Kfir was the youngest of about 250 people taken captive on Oct. 7, and his plight quickly came to represent the helplessness and anger
the hostage-taking stirred in Israel, where the Bibas family has become a household name.
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